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Brother Zachariah 

 Brother Zachariah first shows up in TMI in Book 4, City of Fallen Angels.  He’s one of the Silent 

Brothers not killed by Agramon in City of Ashes.  We don’t know where he was during that attack, but he 

is one of the only ones left.  Even though he hasn’t been mentioned before, it is assumed that he has 

dealt with Maryse and other members of the Clave in the past.  In Chapter 6, when Clary and Luke go to 

the Silent City to try and reanimate the dead Shadowhunter and try to find his killer, Brother Zachariah 

is there, aiding Maryse.  Our first description of him is this: 

 “Brother Zachariah’s eyes were closed, his high cheekbones each marked with the scar of a 

single black rune.  But his mouth wasn’t stitched shut, and she didn’t think his head was shaved, either.  

It was hard to tell, with the hood up, whether she was seeing shadows or dark hair.” (CoFA, Ch. 6) 

 Other descriptions follow: 

 “Zachariah’s fingers were slim, unlined—a young man’s fingers.  She had never given much 

thought to the ages of the Silent Brothers before, assuming them to be all some species of wizened and 

old.” (CoFA, Ch. 11) 

 “With his hood pushed back, you could see his dark hair, but his face was shadowed so that Clary 

could not see his eyes, only his high, rune-scarred cheekbones.” (CoLS, Ch. 6) 

 “His hands looked young, not gnarled or bent, his fingers slender.  Maryse often wondered how 

the Brothers aged and how long they lived, but that information was secret to their order.” (CoLS, Ch. 12) 

 “His face was still in shadow beneath the hood, though she could see the shape of an angular 

cheekbone.” (CoLS, Epilogue) 

 Brother Zachariah’s identity is something that has always been clouded in mystery—it has never 

been revealed who he was in a previous life, though we do know he was a Shadowhunter, as he stated 

to Maryse: 

 “I was once a Shadowhunter like you.  I lived like you do.  And like you, there were those I loved 

enough to put their welfare before anything else—any oath, any debt.” (CoLS, Ch. 12) 

 However, other than that, we have no hints as to when or where he might have lived this 

previous life as a Shadowhunter.  I, however, think I might know the answer to this question.  This 

theory, though shared by many, has been spread all over tumblr (a social sharing website) by other fans 

of this series, and, though Cassandre Clare is aware of this line of theories, she has answered with only 



amusement.  She has neither confirmed, nor denied the theory one way or the other, obviously, only 

saying that it’s funny that so many people are on board with it, yet, she’s only ever seen it on tumblr—

that none of her other fans came up with this theory.  What she did say was that we will find out his 

identity in one of the next two books.  However, like I said before, I think I already know… 

Brother Zachariah is Jem. 

Or Will—that’s the flip side of the tumblr theory. But I personally think he’s Jem.  And, yes, part 

of my reasoning might be emotional—I want Tessa to be with Will—but there are other reasons why I 

believe that Jem is Brother Zachariah.  

If you recall from your reading of City of Fallen Angels (CoFA) and City of Lost Souls (CoLS), there 

were a few things said by Brother Zachariah that might have made you cock your head and think, “Huh?  

Now why would he say that?”, and I think the reason behind it all is routed in Zachariah’s identity.  If you 

read them with the mindset that he is Jem, things start to make sense.  For example, in CoFA, when Jace 

is in the Silent City being questioned by the Silent Brothers about what happened during his encounter 

with Raziel, Zachariah looks at Jace and says: 

“Would I had been here, he said, his voice unexpectedly gentle, when you were growing up. I 

would have seen the truth in your face, Jace Lightwood, and known who you were.” (CoFA, Ch. 13) 

Then, turning to the other Brothers, he says: 

“We cannot and should not harm the boy.  Old ties exist between the Herondales and the 

Brothers.  We owe him help.” (CoFA, Ch. 13) 

Old ties? Well, Jem was parabatai to a Herondale.  If he was turned into a Silent Brother, then 

there would be the tie. The only thing we’re missing is how he became a Brother?  Personally, I think it 

was the only way to save him.  We knew Jem was dying from the yin fen drug addiction, and I think that 

turning him into a Silent Brother was the only way to cure him.  It talks about Zachariah being young—

we knew Jem was going to die soon, and I think that to prolong his life, Will, and maybe Tessa as well, 

thought this was the only way.  And, because I think that Jem loved Tessa and Will enough that he 

wanted them to be happy together, knowing that he was not long for this world, he gave up his “claim” 

on Tessa so that she could be with Will. The part of the piece that’s missing is how the Silent Brothers 

aging works.  Maryse says it herself, that she didn’t know how they aged, or how long they lived, but 

considering Brother Enoch shows up at the NY Institute and he was around during TID, I think it’s safe to 

assume that they have some way of keeping them alive and/or young for a long time.  So it’s 

conceivable that Jem was healed and continued to live indefinitely.  The only way I see that working in 

the “Will as Zachariah” theory’s favor, is finding that to be a way that Will could stay alive to be with 

Tessa.  However, as the Silent Brothers are like a monkhood, I don’t think it would be a functional way 

for him to be with Tessa.  It’s also why I don’t think Jem ends up with Tessa in Clockwork Princess, 

because, again, becoming a Silent Brother would prevent him from having a relationship with her.  (Have 

we seen any other brothers with wives at home…? No.)  Besides, when Zachariah is talking with Clary at 

the end of CoLS as he was standing guard in front of Jace’s door, he talks about remembering life before 

he became a Silent Brother: 

“…The Herondales have always kept names in the family— 



‘He wasn’t named by a Herondale,’ Clary pointed out. ‘Though he has a dagger of his father’s.  It 

says S.W.H. on the blade.’ 

Stephen William Herondale 

… 

’You know a lot about the Herondales,’ she said. ‘And of all the Silent Brothers, you seem the 

most human. Most of them never show any emotion.  They’re like statues.  But you seem to feel things.   

You remember your life.’ 

Being a Silent Brother is life, Clary Fray. But if you mean I remember my life before the 

Brotherhood, I do. 

Clary took a deep breath.  ‘Were you ever in love?  Before the Brotherhood?  Was there ever 

anyone you would have died for?’ 

There was a long silence. Then: 

Two people, said Brother Zachariah.  There are memories that time does not erase, Clarissa.  Ask 

your friend Magnus Bane, if you do not believe me.  Forever does not make loss forgettable, only 

bearable.” (CoLS, Epilogue) 

I think that the “two people” were obviously Will and Tessa.  He obviously would know a lot 

about the Herondales, being Will’s best friend and parabatai.  Though, the “Will” camp would look at 

this and say that Will would know more about the Herondales than Jem.  And also, Will’s pain is already 

evident at the end of Clockwork Prince, when Will finds out about Tessa and Jem’s engagement.  If he 

were to become a Silent Brother as a way of doing something constructive with his life instead of 

hanging around, pining for Tessa, or, possibly, mourning Jem’s death, then this could possibly be his way 

of managing his pain.   

However, I think that Jem is more of a candidate for these descriptions.  Partly in the way 

Brother Zachariah acts.  As Clary said, he shows more emotion than the other Brothers, but he is still 

very mellow about it.  Knowing Will’s personality, I’m not sure I could ever see Will being as calm as the 

Silent Brothers always are.  Granted, since they all seem to act that way, it could be part of the initiation, 

or be caused by one of the runes they wear, but, also, knowing Jem, and how he’s described as always 

putting up with Will’s attitude, but never returning it—as Magnus says in Magnus’ Vow, “Jem had been 

calm, rarely bothered, older than his years”— I think he almost already acts like a Silent Brother.   

There are other miscellaneous comments Zachariah makes in reference the Herondales, or Jace, 

that also support the “Jem/Will” theory, though not in one way or the other.  For instance, Maryse 

expects Brother Enoch to show up, but Zachariah does instead.  His response to her surprise is: 

“Brother Enoch?  He is senior to me, but I thought perhaps that your call might have something 

to do with the disappearance of your adoptive son.  I have a particular interest in his well-being. 

She looked at him curiously.  Most Silent Brothers didn’t editorialize, or speak of their personal 

feelings, if they had any.” (CoLS, Ch. 12) 

And then later he tells her: 

“…And try not to let fear for Jace devour you.  He is a Herondale, and they are survivors—“ 

(CoLS, Ch. 12) 



Finally, at the end, when Maryse calls Zachariah and Enoch in to see the amputated wings that 

Jonathan left at the Institute, Zachariah says: 

“Is this in regards to Jace?  Zachariah inquired, and if Maryse had not known better, she would 

have imagined a tinge of anxiety in his mental voice.” (CoLS, Epilogue) 

All those comments certainly support that Zachariah is someone we already know, because why 

else would they care so much about Jace or know so much about the Herondales?  Of course, both Will 

and Jem could have reasons to want to help Jace—Will, because Jace is descended from his the 

bloodline, and Jem, because of how much he cared for Will. But I think it’s this comment that seals it for 

me: 

“If the chance comes before me to save the last of the Herondale bloodline, I consider that of 

higher importance than the fealty I render the Clave.” (CoLS, Ch. 6) 

If that is not the parabatai vow at work, I don’t know what is!  Jem swore to protect Will from 

whatever came their way, and I absolutely think that he would take that to the next level and consider 

Jace, being of the Herondale bloodline, be it directly from Will or not, an extenuation of Will.  Of course, 

the argument can be made that Will would also feel that defending his bloodline—for example, his great 

great gand-nephew or whatnot—would come ahead of whatever he owed the Clave, but again, I bring it 

back to Will and Jem’s personalities.  I think Jem is much more easy-going and accepting of the Clave 

than Will.  And though becoming a Brother might have put some kind of damper on their emotions, I 

don’t think Will would be able to obey as easily as Jem would.   I think Will, being like Jace, would be 

more apt to say “screw the Clave”, than pander to the Claves every whim like the Silent Brothers seem 

to do.   

Bringing it to a physical description makes gives little proof one way or the other, though there 

are small similarities. According to Zachariah’s description, he has slim/slender, unlined, young-looking 

hands.  Jem is always being described as having “slim” and “slender” fingers.  Will’s are sometimes 

described that way as well, but more so Jem’s, tipping the scale in Jem’s direction.  However, as far as 

cheekbones go, it is Will’s whose are described as “high”, though Jem’s were “angular”.  This brings the 

scale back to the middle.  Zachariah is said to have “dark” hair, which would make one say “Well then, it 

has to be Will, because Jem has silvery hair!”  But if you recall, it is also said that upon first arriving at 

the Institute, Jem had dark hair and eyes. They only lightened to silver after his addiction took over his 

body and started changing it. If he was healed of his addiction, it’s possible that his hair and eyes 

reverted back to their natural state.  If only Zachariah’s eyes were described!  But they are always in 

shadow—something I think Ms. Clare did on purpose so that we would have no concrete proof one way 

or another.  If they were blue, we’d have an absolute answer.   

Granted, Brother Zachariah could be neither Will, nor Jem, and could be some other person 

we’ve met, or some other random person never before mentioned.  But I believe it is either one or the 

other of those boys.  Though there are things that might lead some to believe that it is Will—having 

given up the love of his life so that his best friend could be happy, he devoted himself to a lifetime (or 

more) of serving the Clave as a Silent Brother—I believe that it is more likely, given Zachariah’s 

personality and level of care for the Herondale bloodline, and knowing Jem’s imminent death is soon to 



play a role, that it was more of a case of finding a way for Jem to survive his addiction and not die at 

such a young age.   

Along the same lines, Tessa may not end up with either Will or Jem—Magnus’s Vow talks about 

“Tessa, who, like him, had loved a mortal, someone destined to die as she was not.”  Certainly, this 

implies that whoever she ends up with, does not share her immortality.  Not only that, but he says the 

“Memories weighed him down, reminded him of what he had no longer.  Jem, Will, Jessamine, Henry, 

Charlotte…”  He talks about Will in the past tense.  Yet, Tessa he still sees occasionally.  So, either Tessa 

didn’t end up with either one of the boys, she did and Magnus doesn’t speak with Will/Jem anymore, or, 

she did and they eventually died.  Either way, it kind of sucks for Tessa, but I guess that is something she 

had to accept.  However, I’m thinking that if Brother Zachariah is either Jem or Will, then Tessa still has 

at least one of them in her life.  But, again, as it is more of a monkhood, I think Jem would be the 

“better” option, as Tessa and Jem were more friends first.  Sure, Jem felt for her, but they talked and got 

along as friends long before she felt anything for him.  With Will, there was always an attraction.  If Will 

ended up living “forever” as a Silent Brother but then they still weren’t able to be together, it’s certainly 

not a happy ending.  But if she were still able to have her friend Jem around to talk to, even if it had to 

be only once in a while because of his “Brother duties” or whatnot, I think it would be a better ending to 

Tessa’s story. 

There is something, however, that worries me.  It comes from something Magnus says in CoLS, 

when Isabelle and Magnus are talking about Alec, and how Jace’s disappearance is affecting him.  He 

talks about what it feels like for parabatai when they lose someone: 

“’I know about parabatai,’ said Magnus.  ‘I’ve known parabatai so close they were almost the 

same person.  Do you know what happens when one of them dies, to the one who’s left—‘“ (CoLS, Ch. 7) 

Of course, he could be talking about anyone, but considering how close Magnus was to Will and 

his group of Shadowhunters, it makes me think he’s referring to Jem and Will.  And that one of them 

died.  I hate to say this, because it’s not the way I mean it, but I hope that it’s Jem who dies.  And not in 

the sense that he dies, dies, but maybe dies to become Brother Zachariah.  Maybe Jem “dies” and is 

reborn, but no one tells Will?  Maybe Jem thinks it would be better for him so that he won’t feel so bad 

about being with Tessa?  Though I can’t really see that happening, Magnus’ comment worries me that 

one of the boys will die, leaving us seeing just how exactly parabatai function after one dies… 

Personally, I’m hoping for a happy ending where Will ends up with Tessa, and Jem lives—preferably 

finding some way for Will to live as long as Tessa and Jem, but that might be pushing our luck.  Maybe 

the one who dies is Will, after a ripe old age?  Would Jem still be considered his parabatai, even if he 

was a Silent Brother?  Who knows. 

 

Only time, and Clockwork Princess will tell.  

***Addendum*** 

 Cassie released a snippet recently that threatened my theory: 



Tessa reached to brush the damp hair from his forehead. He leaned into her touch, his eyes closing. 
“Jem—have you ever—” She hesitated. “Have you ever thought of ways to prolong your life that are not 
a cure for the drug?” 

At that his eyelids flew open. “What do you mean?” 

She thought of Will, on the floor of the attic, choking on holy water. “Becoming a vampire. You would 
live forever—” 

He scrambled upright against the pillows of the bed. “Tessa, no. Don’t—you can’t think that way.” 

“Is the thought of becoming a Downworlder truly so horrible to you?” 

“Tessa …” He exhaled slowly. “I am a Shadowhunter. Nephilim. Like my parents before me. It is the 
heritage I claim, just as I claim my mother’s heritage as part of myself. It does not mean I hate my father. 
But I honor the gift they gave me, the blood of the Angel, the trust placed in me, the vows I have taken. 
Nor, I think, would I make a very good vampire. [redacted for spoilers] I would no longer be Will’s 
parabatai, no longer be welcome in the Institute. No, Tessa. I would rather die and be reborn and see 
the sun again, than live to the end of the world without daylight.” 

“A Silent Brother, then,” she said.  

His eyes softened slightly. “The path of Silent Brotherhood is not open to me.” 
 

NOW, I have to say, this scared me at first, because my whole theory revolves around Jem as Zachariah.  

But then I started thinking about it and I realized, I think she's just trying to throw us off the scent. I 

know myself, whenever someone is reading something I’ve already read, and is discussing their theories 

with me, I like to try to throw them off, even if they’re dead on.  So I started thinking of how she could 

be doing that and someone beat me to asking her about it: 

(from her tumblr account)  

“So, what everyone wants to know, WHAT are the restrictions to becoming a Silent Brother? Is it because 
Jem’s in love? His demon blood? His parabatai bound?” 

Could be any of those. Let’s just say he has a valid reason and leave it at that. :) 

 
This was exactly what I was thinking.  I think when he says "the way of the Silent Brotherhood is closed 

to me", I think he means that, because he is already promised to Tessa, he can't be in the Brotherhood.  

As I said earlier, the Brotherhood seems like a monkhood of sorts, so I think it's not possible to be in a 

relationship and be a Brother.  And if Jem seriously thinks he and Tessa will be married, he CAN'T be a 

Brother.  And that's why "it's closed to him".  NOT that it's an absolute. Therefore, I stand by my theory, 

regardless of this snippet. 

 

 

 

 



TMI/TDA characters’ ancestry 

 Jace Lightwood (Herondale) 

To piggyback on the whole “Tessa’s future” dilemma, we are teased with the notion that Tessa 

must have ended up with Will, because obviously the bloodline had to continue down to Jace.  However, 

there is the matter of Tessa’s being a warlock, and therefore a crossbreed—meaning she is sterile.  

Unable to have children.  So, if she does end up with Will, how is she supposed to have mothered 

children who eventually lead down to Stephen and Jace?  Therefore, we look at siblings, bringing us to 

Cecily.  Though her last name would change should she get married, it’s possible that it doesn’t, and that 

Jace is instead descended from Will’s sister.  Though Magnus states that Jace is very like Will in 

personality (and we all see it as well) it is also stated from Ragnor Fell in his letters to Charlotte, how 

very like her brother Cecily is.  Not to mention that Will himself said she had the Herondale “bitter 

humor”—that it ran in the family.  So Jace could have gotten it from her.  There are situations where 

maiden names are used in families, so it is conceivable that it is Cecily Jace is descended from, not Will.   

Granted, not all hope is lost for a Tessa/Will family tree.  Not truly knowing what Tessa is—

seeing as Jessamine believed Nate when he said that Tessa’s mother was a Shadowhunter—there is the 

possibility that, though Tessa is a warlock (obvious in her Changing abilities and immortality), maybe all 

the rules do not apply to her.  Maybe she can conceive children.  Which would be great for her (and Will, 

if this is the case) but also poses this next conundrum… 

 Emma Carstairs 

In TDA, the series set five years after the events of TMI, the summary is as follows: 

“Set against the glittering backdrop of present-day Los Angeles, the series follows Emma 

Carstairs, the fiercest warrior and most skilled young Shadowhunter since Jace Wayland, and Emma's 

sworn partner in arms, Julian Blackthorn. Despite Emma's complicated feelings for Julian, the two must 

band together to investigate a demonic plot that stretches from the warlock-run nightclubs of the 

Sunset Strip to the enchanted sea that pounds the beaches of Santa Monica.” 

So...where does Emma come from?  As far as we know, Jem did not have any siblings, leaving 

him as the end of the Carstairs bloodline.  Will, on the other hand, had Cecily—and we already discussed 

how Jace could come from her, freeing up the possibility of an unsterile Tessa having children with Jem.  

This would certainly answer the question of how the Carstairs name gets passed on.  Though, of course, 

seeing as there is a whole other book to be uncovered, it’s also possible that somehow Jem has other 

family around that we’ve not yet been introduced to.  But the existence of Emma does cancel out the 

automatic assumption that Tessa ended up having children with Will.  Because, either she had one with 

both, or she ended up with Jem, and Jace got his Herondale humor from a Herondale other than Will.  

(Or Will married someone else, which is entirely possible, but something that I’m not sure I could wrap 

my head around, seeing as it would require Will falling in love with someone other than Tessa in the 

span of one book…)  

 Alec Lightwood 

The Lightwoods have been around since TID, yes, so there’s no real question of how they 

continued to reproduce.  However, what I wonder is how Alec got his coloring.  It was said a couple 

times how rare his “black hair and blue eyes” combo was—it was partly what drew Magnus to him.  



Also, Magnus states in Magnus’ Vow how similar Alec looked to Will.  This would mean that somehow, 

Herondale blood got mixed with Lightwood blood somewhere along the line.  Granted, there’s a 

hundred and thirty odd years that span between the two series, so it is probably a couple that hasn’t 

been mentioned due to the time frame, but it makes me wonder…  Maybe (assuming Jace is from a 

Will/Tessa or Will/some random other person combination) Cecily ends up with Gabriel Lightwood…?  I 

say Gabriel because I like Gideon with Sophie, leaving Gabriel as the only available Lightwood.  As of 

right now, Gabriel is heading down “the Dark Path” by following his father instead of listening to his 

brother, but Gabriel has had some redeeming qualities.  Even Tessa said that there were times she liked 

him.  So maybe, eventually, Gabriel “sees the light” and renounces his father.  Now that Cecily has 

entered the picture, there has to be someone for her to be paired up with—why not him?  It would 

answer the question of how the Lightwoods got some Herondale coloring in them.  It’s reaching, I know, 

but this is all about theories.   

And speaking of reaching, it could be that Cecily ends up with Jem first—as it’s sort of the 

clichéd expectation for the best friend to fall for the best friend’s sister.  Especially now that she’s finally 

come into the picture.  This would be convenient for Will, as that would free up Tessa, but it certainly 

does knock my theory of Cecily/Gabriel out of the line-up.  Unless, they end up together after Jem 

dies/becomes Brother Zachariah.  Though, of course, that does make for a very short relationship with 

Jem, if he is to die/enter into the Brotherhood at such a young age. 

 Clary Fray 

Touching back on the subject of using maiden names, I’ve wrestled with this particular theory as 

I can’t see why the reverting back to the maiden name would be necessary.  However, something 

strongly tells me that Clary is descended from Charlotte and Henry.  Yes, they’re Branwells, but 

Charlotte was born a Fairchild.  And Henry has ginger hair. And is the only one described as having red 

hair.  I’m not sure how they would have gotten from Branwell to Fairchild, but on the family mausoleum 

in Idris, Clary sees the names of her family—“the names of the grandparents and great-grandparents 

she had never known she had.  Aloysius and Adele Fairchild, and Grandville Fairchild.” However, we 

don’t know who is who.  A hundred and thirty years would give you upwards of five generations, so it’s 

impossible to say exactly who those specific people were. “Grandville” was the name of Charlotte’s 

father.  It could either be referring to the Grandville Fairchild—father of Charlotte—or it could be a 

name repeated in the family line, for example, being named after Charlotte’s father (his grandson, 

perhaps?).  “Adele” is Clary’s middle name.  Which, seeing as her mother was murdered, you’d think 

that would be Jocelyn’s nod to her mother—naming Clary after her.  Charlotte’s name isn’t on the tomb, 

but it either could not have been mentioned, or she would be buried with the Branwells.  It’s hard to 

say.  There’s also the simple thought that Charlotte had siblings not mentioned in the story.  I guess 

we’re just going to have to wait until the Family Tree comes out after Clockwork Princess… 

 

 

Tessa’s involvement in TMI 

 As mentioned before, we know that Tessa is immortal.  And we know that the “Epilogue” of 

Clockwork Princess will be titled “London, 2007”, so we know that she’s around during Clary’s 

adventures.  Therefore, it’s quite logical that she shows up at some point during TMI.  And she does 



show up in City of Glass, talking to Magnus in Idris.  However, there are other places I feel she might 

have popped up that did not at all hint at it being her.  Primarily, the ritual performed on Shadowhunter 

children at birth, to protect them.  Clary asks her mother if the ritual was ever performed on her and her 

mother replies: 

 “’It was… I arranged it through Magnus.  A Silent Brother was present, someone sworn to 

secrecy, and a female warlock who took the place of the Iron Sister.’” (CoLS, Ch. 3) 

 Clary asks her who the female warlock was, but Jocelyn gets interrupted before she can reply.  I 

believe it was Tessa.  I also think it was Brother Zachariah that was the Silent Brother. 

 I also wonder why Tessa looks familiar to Clary.  If it is because of seeing her at that ritual 

(though she would have been a baby), or during one of her visits to Magnus’s to keep her Sight 

removed, or if it’s because she reminds her of Jace—because Jace is somehow descended from her.   

 

 

TID references in TMI 

 Church 

This was answered by Cassie on her tumblr once—Yes, Church is the same cat.  Whatever dark, 

necromantic ritual Mrs. Dark performed in trying to raise her sister, Church was involved, and somehow 

made immortal.  As for how he got to the Institute in NY versus staying in London, or even with Tessa for 

that matter, I do not know.  I’m assuming cats aren’t allowed in the Silent City, otherwise Brother 

Zachariah (aka, Jem) would have take him with him.  Hopefully we’ll find out why he is in NY at some 

point.   

 The Clockwork Angel 

Tessa’s Clockwork Angel indeed does appear in TMI.  In CoLS, when Clary is in the library about 

to steal the Faery rings for the Seelie Queen, she sees a glass display case with objects behind it: 

“Between the locked bookshelves were glass display cases.  Each held something of rare and 

beautiful workmanship—a delicate glass flacon whose stopped was an enormous emerald; a crown with 

a diamond in the center that did not look as it would fit on any human head; a pendant in the shape of 

an angel whose wings were clockwork cogs and gears; and in the last case, just as Isabelle had promised, 

a pair of gleaming golden rings shaped like curling leaves, the faerie work as delicate as baby’s breath.” 

(CoLS, Ch. 3) 

I wonder why Tessa gave up her necklace, as Nate was so adamant that she must keep it on her 

at all times, as well as the thing saving her life more than once.  Either something must have happened 

to render it useless, or she lost it and didn’t know where it ended up.  Like Church, how it came to NY is 

a mystery yet to be solved. 

 Camille’s/Isabelle’s pendant 

One of Isabelle’s defining accessories is the pendant she wears around her throat. It’s a big red 

ruby that pulses when demons are near.  In Clockwork Angel, when we are introduced to Camille and 

Tessa attempts to Change into her, Camille hands her a necklace: 



“It was heavy, and the square ruby pendant the size of a bird’s egg felt cold to the touch, as cold 

as if it had been lying in the snow.  Closing her hand around it was like closing her fingers around a shard 

of ice.” (CA, Ch. 8) 

Cassie was asked by a fan if the two necklaces are the same.  She answered, “Yes.”  Though she 

did not elaborate.  This leaves us still lost as to why Isabelle would have it, and why it’s significant.  It 

may not be, but it’s another interesting tie in. 

 “JG” 

In Clockwork Prince, we get a glimpse of Jessamine in one of the cells in the Silent City, after she 

betrayed them all to Nate, and after Nate’s death.  Tessa’s not sure how she sees this, as she’s 

unconscious after  the explosion in the factory, but she sees Jessamine attempt to carve out a 

message—“JG”, for Jessamine Gray—with her “diamond” ring.  But the ring shatters before she can get 

farther than the initials.   

Later, in CoFA, when Jace is awaiting the ritual to be performed on him to get his protection 

back up, he is in a cell in the Silent City: 

“The walls were dull gray.  Someone had carved the letters JG into the stone just above the 

bedstead, leaving him to wonder what that was all about—and there was nothing else in the room but a 

bed, a cracked mirror that gave him back his own reflection in twisted pieces, and the sink.”  (CoFA, Ch. 

14) 

Obviously, Jace found Jessamine’s attempt at her initials.  It’s not a huge connection, but I think 

it’s a cool one. 

 Woolsey Scott’s snuffbox 

Alec gets jealous of Magnus’ past love life.  With Camille’s taunts of how much he looks like Will, 

Alec starts to think that that’s the only reason Magnus is with him.  Then, he finds things like a snuffbox 

with the initials “W.S.” on it, which stands for Woolsey Scott.  We see the snuffbox when Woolsey 

comes to the London Institute in Clockwork Prince.  We don’t know why he eventually gives it to 

Magnus, but it is interesting to see it referenced.   

 Will’s Inscription 

In CoLS, Clary and Jace are in The Apartment, Clary asks Jace to read to her. He picks up a copy 

of A Tale of Two Cities. Inside the front cover, Clary finds an inscription: 

“He flipped the book open to the front page, where the title was printed in ornate script. Across 

from it was a long dedication, the ink faded now and barely legible, though Clary could make out the 

signature: With hope at last, William Herondale. 

‘Some ancestor of yours,’ Clary said, brushing her finger against the page. 

‘Yes. Odd that Valentine had it. My father must have given it to him.’” (CoLS, Ch. 16) 

At this point, I have to stop myself from yelling: “WOMAN! ‘Some ancestor of yours’??? That’s 

WILL-*freakin’*-HERONDALE!!!!”  Clearly, we have no idea how Valentine ended up with the book, and 

seeing as there’s 150 years between the generations, we really don’t have a hope of figuring it out.  

(Unless Cassie finally writes something about it.)  So, we just have to assume that it was passed down 



the Herondale line.  However, seeing as Cassie released the full inscription we know the description was 

meant for Tessa: 

”Tess, Tess, Tessa.  

Was there ever a more beautiful sound than your name? To speak it aloud makes my heart ring like a 
bell. Strange to imagine that, isn’t it – a heart ringing – but when you touch me that is what it is like: as if 
my heart is ringing in my chest and the sound shivers down my veins and splinters my bones with joy.  

Why have I written these words in this book? Because of you. You taught me to love this book where I 
had scorned it. When I read it for the second time, with an open mind and heart, I felt the most complete 
despair and envy of Sydney Carton. Yes, Sydney, for even if he had no hope that the woman he loved 
would love him, at least he could tell her of his love. At least he could do something to prove his passion, 
even if that thing was to die.  

I would have chosen death for a chance to tell you the truth, Tessa, if I could have been assured that 
death would be my own. And that is why I envied Sydney, for he was free.  

And now at last I am free, and I can finally tell you, without fear of danger to you, all that I feel in my 
heart.  

You are not the last dream of my soul. 

You are the first dream, the only dream I ever was unable to stop myself from dreaming. You are the first 
dream of my soul, and from that dream I hope will come all other dreams, a lifetime’s worth.  

With hope at least,  
William Herondale” (CP Extras) 

 Hopefully, the fact that Tessa did not hold on to the book doesn’t mean anything… I’m hoping 

that this inscription is written/given in CP2, when Will and Tessa are finally together.  Hopefully it 

doesn’t mean he never gave it to her because they didn’t get together… :/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 


